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U S bays It Can Prove‘ Iraq Used Gas
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U.S. Aides Say
Iraqis Made Use
Of a Nerve Gas

Assert Lab Gear C;ame
From West Germans

By SEYMOUR M. HERSH
Spoctalto The New Yock Tirmes

WASHINGTON, March 29 -- United
States intelligence officials say they
have obtained what they believe to be
Incontrovertible evidence that Iraq has
with Iran and
is nearing completion of extensive siteg|
for the mass production of the lethal
chemical warfare agent.
Pent: State

q has been buy-
lm; llbontory equlpmen from a west

y, purchases that are
bellevsd to bs llnked to Iraq's nerve
gas pmdluﬂon plans.

weeks or months away from the abihty

mount major chemical attacks
against Iran's far more numarous
troops.

It ia
‘bunkers, huvdy tmmed by concrete,
that are reported to be six storm below.

the surface. Officials said the Iragql
concerna,

wbcpmecumlxvm
anair attac

Neither the White House nor the
State Department would formally con.
énent today. on the ln(du‘mu informa.|

And
;:’;g got our forces completely ‘at

of the nature of chemical wea;
h-ndomotvhichcmbclmwmé

Coatlniied on Page AS, Columt 1

RE¥TTTOEN 2833528V BRFRE

*Q.EEE

S e

Approved For Release 2008/11/07 : CIA-RDP87R00029R000300630002-6

to defend against a
menucal war. me United States has
accused Iraq of using chemical weap-
ons in the war with Iran, but Baghdad
hu dended the
‘A senlor official said this week that
the Joint Chiefs of Staff had been asked
to provide what he termed a “grelimi-
look™ at the féasibility of an
American air strike on the !omﬂed
sites, but concluded there were not
enough

American aircraft in appropri- | them

ate Jocations.
"This official went on o say that there
‘were many in the Government who, re-

lnqxs pear to be ready to

Tge question is what do we do?
Shodia we et major air ‘strike?
That's a big povelt " “The official ‘ac-
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These officials said the C.LA. bld

e ofial i3, o the concioded Tabun was wsed tis

have the answers ourselves to [382i0st an Iranian mass Fra

(o sault, causing b«vy casualties. The

the problem” — that ‘;‘,&:‘,’,y'm‘“",mp“ Tabui used i that attack, ane offictal

ment of chemis laboratory said, '”"‘““i mmafmmln s re-

equipment is secretly intended fo[sarch and e.
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it. 'lhey fectly aware of

l.heu analysts, fooking at how the Iranians
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bow to deal with it. Meanwhile, we're|
friends of theirs and we have to help

itout.”
ith no good

answers,” Depmmen offi.
cial said. “It’s llh‘ to say that the Ger-|
man Government has not s
back for the last two
it's perfectly true

le knew what is
come up with new information and we
lelllbemnnddwygw‘\’eochuml

“What can we do thé offictal used in nerve gas on

sdded, no(lng {8at the private compaay | — which also have legitimate commer-
et Germany ained appro- | cialuses

“It's a very frustraf

fora government,” the oficialacded

wimignmcam attack, could not lmder—
stand it,” the official added.
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puta swp to it? This isn't the
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The Karl Kolb company, which does
serves a3 a broker or agent for various | U4
manufacturers, is rown to have

Baview nnlu}' talk.
The intelllgence, which was provided
from sources depicted as being “‘better

than on-site,” has been repeatedly

fo y presented to Prosident Rea:

@ain the last week, the officials said,
th the White H\mse not yet pi du\g

3:%‘1&& Said that on three occasions
within the week the Central Intelli-
gence Asency, to dramatize its concern

w g
and | ment, ail appropriately ucemg. 4 of
many

riod by American i '.e offl-
5&13 by int mgena

Peter Hemes. the Wst
Aml] Washington, said in an|
lntervle’w lhn the Kolb wmpmy had
ring what he (ermed “cer-
tain (acxlmes" to Iraq.

oF red lined,” the relevant

ton on Iraq's chemical war abﬂum in | 5

the President’s daily intelligence brief,
one of the most highly classified docu-
ments in the vae ent. This infor-

. mation is prepared overnight by the

1A and presented early each mom-
ingtothe President
Praise lorc LA. Director
One official, reflecting the frustra-
tion of many in the mxelll&lenea field,
sed W

S&'{ Director
of Central lmemgence for having “the
guts to stand up i

that lethal l:hwul-;w wh‘s( b !n
being usi against Tram,
violation or u:e ngeva Protocol of
1925. which Iraq agreed to adhe;
At the time of the statement an
Adrmnmrahon official satd the chemi-
cal weapon y the Iragis
seemed to be mus(ard gas. a blmenng
agent. At that time Iran accused the
Iraqis of usmg nerve gas and mtmgen
mustard but th

agreed todelivera

of pesticic
dor said, adding that sach equipment
was not subject wspechlexpo Ticens-
ing in West Gmnnny
“Equipment for the plant,” the Am-
bassador said, “is not yet delivered and
assemply is not completed. The whole
glanl 8 Dot ready for production.

In Bond wday. a spokwmn for the
Economics Ministry said an investiga-
tion hld determlned '.hA it a pesudde
L
ember, s sold qbytbo
b company. But a senior executive
ollhaolompmydmled such a sale had
taken place.
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He eomplm bout what he termed
the failure of the Wh;tem House 10 as-
sume an aggressive role in dealing wi

the new  iatel on raq. "ms
demonstrates,” he said, “that the
ministration bas no staff clpabla of
reaching decisions in areas as critical
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there was no Evidence Iraq had used

Omsm for hesitation over the
issue, a W'hl!e Hause official acknowl-
edlf itional concern of in-
te igancs Otticiais for he protection of | Vinced

“sources and methods.” The ific
Information about (he extent o Iraqi | o 20"
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recent intel
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the Iraqis might
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it
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Administration,
an intelligence
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S com) P

oificials' say, ‘has
hgmpparenﬂy without the
y's knowledge — to aid the
Government ia ts clandestine

eq
ficials to be essential to the Iraqi effort
were said to have taken place over a
period of at least two years, with the
chemical company obtaining all of the
required export licenses from the West
Gorman Government betore Shimont
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the
One as yet ives
around the amwnto{um- u-quuld
need actually to begin the large-scale
roduction of nerve gas. Ty agent

10 | under development, lhe officials said,
is Tabun, developed ag lethal

ade in large quanti
MO
rts ict Tabun as the a closest
B ooy wcal makeup to ceng:ﬁ pvwer-
ful insecticides and describe its produc-
tion as being relatively simple, yven
the proper raw chemicals and equip-
meant.

The most cnu(:l.l stage in produc-
tion, experts said, is the assem!

and loading of artillery
and other tunitions. A senlor State Do
partment official cautioned that there
‘was still time to deal with the issue. “It
maybem-caseunnmq!smuad-

i m el o o
said, intelligence officials
tained evidence direct
company’s shipments to Iraq,i develop-
ment of nerve gas.

The C.LA. relayed some of its infor-

mation and its concern du-ectly to the

United States Embassy in
ficial said, which in turn made a dipl
matic representation to the West
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man Government. The official Amerl- da
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Israel’s Migister of Science
Deplorés Chemical Warfare
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